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PREFACE 


Inhabitants of the Pariſh of Bexley in Rent; 
thoſe of them eſpecially who heard not 
this Diſcourſe. 2 "0% ; 


(i) As there be ſome of you, my Brethren, who 
ES demand a Reaſon of the Change in my 
= Converſation and Preaching, fince the two 
firſt Years of my Miniftry among you: When I Was, 
(I ſpeak it with regret, and to my Shame) becauſe a 
Manpleaſer a, accounted a good Preacher, and one who 
was obliging and complaiſant, (that is ſervile) or who, 
in the much-miſtaken Senſe of the Words, became 
All things to all Men: J am willing, (and that to re- 
move all jz/ Occaſions of Offence) to anſwer you, in 
this Particular. And to ſatisfy every one that aſteth 
4 Reaſon of the Hepe that is in me auith Meekneſs and 
"LEAF, © | | 
(2) Aſter that I had paſſed near fifteen Years of my 
Miniſtry (an ignorant, blind Watchman d ) in the Spirit 
of Slumber —knowing neither the great End of the 
Goſpel, nor the Reaſon for which a Diſpenſation there- 
of was committed to me propheſping falſely; prophe= 
Hing Deceits, ſpeaking ſmooth things ©; or (as one of 
you told me, *twas a Miniſter's Buſineſs to en the 
harſh things that are ſaid in the Bible) explaining away 
both the Promiſes and I hreats of the Goſpel. And yet 
ſtill (or rather therefore) in credit with that People, 
EL 8 e 3 auho 
ee 19. > at, WL. 19,11, 12. © © Hi 
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nuho lowed to have it ſo ©,---after I had ftill a longer 
time, even of a Child ©, (through the unclean Spirit, 
a Spirit of Tifirmity) continued to receive the Grace 
of Gop in vain -was inadvertent of Gop's Provi- 
dences to me, or of the Draauings of the Father to his 
Son, and quench'd the Motions of his holy Spirit in 
my Heart—after I was well nigh loſt in De1sm, or 
bare natural Religion, which yet alas! [ came not up 
to —after I had for many Years reſted ſafe in that 
other Goſpel ; a legal or human Righteouſneſs f; a 
Negative Harmleſsneſs; a bare Ethic Honeſty, with- 
out the Love either of Gop or Man in my Heart; 
and yet this, this latter, as it is not natural, but the 
Poaver of Gop, ſo is It alone the fulfilling of the 
Laao ; the one acceptable Principle of good Works h: 
After I had prided myſelf, (looking down with 
Contempt upon the wicked World) in my Form, net 
ther knowing, nor deſiring to know the Power of God. 
lineſs i. And alas! What is Godlineſs [Godlikeneſs] 
without Power——Power over the Devil and Sin? 
II is as meer a Name as Chriſtianity without Union * ; 
or Chriſtian Religion without Chri/t, and its Bleſſings 
and Privileges through him, —— In a word, after 
forty Years of my Life ſpent in ſeeking Bappinch out 
/ God, and Goodneſs in myſelf; it pleaſed Go 


ſtill to bear with me; to ſtrive with me yet longer; 


and to ſend to me his Servants John and Charles 
Weſley, who ſtartled me out of my golden Dream into 
ſome Knowledge of myſelf —— in the filthy Dungeon 
of my own Heart. = 1 
(3) I found, ( to ſum up the Heads of my firſt Con - 
verſations with them, and of their preaching in my 
Church) that I was a fallen, immortal Spirit, full of 
all the unholy Tempers of Satan, inſpired into the 
avhole Race, in that Spirit of rebellious Independance, V E 
SHALL BE G OD's YourseLvEs,— That I was a 
fallen Spirit, I ſay, haſtening on to Happineſs * 
| 7 er, 


Jer. v. 30, 31. Mir. ix. 17, 21, 22. f Gal. 
i. 6, 7, 8, 9. Rom. iii. 20, 28. 5 Ibid. xiii. 8, 10. 
* 1 Cor. xiii. 3. I 2 Tim, ili. 5. I Jen ii. 20, 27. 
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fery, as I ſhould chuſe to be reſtored to my primitive 
Original Likeneſs to Gop, or continue to fin in my 
fallen Circumſtances ; as I ſhould chuſe to be guided 
and enabled by an infinitely-wife and powerful Gop; 
or reſt (as ſome naturally do) in a SeJ-/ufficiency —— 
that as I was, through original Sin, born in an abſo- 
lute Incapacity to enjoy Gop, I muſt look to be bor# 
again [ard from above] not only with the bare 
Sign, or miniſterially with Water; but of the Spirit 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire; with Grace 
and Love; or be created anew in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs m that till I ſhould be /aved from the 
Damages of the Fall, Guilt and Pollution; or till 
through Faith in the Power of Chriſt's Death and 
Reſurrection on me, I ſhould ie to Sin, and ri/e again 
unto Newneſs of Life n; till I be juſtified and ſanctifi- 
ed; or till I am /aved here from Sin »; I could not 


look to be ſaved hereofter, from the wretched Wages 4 
thereof P.—— And that as the Truth, as it is in Fe/us, Ad | 
„ 


or the great Truth of the Ge is V that we 
put off the Old Adam, and that wwe put on the New 
Man Feſus Chriſt : So the Ends of the Goſpel are by 


no means anſwered in me, till this great Change be 


wrought. 8 


(4) From theſe Principles T found that I had been 
nt 


e dark hitherto.— That, notwithſtanding my 
natural Righteouſneſs, /o highly eſteemed among Men, 
ſo abominable in the Sight of God", I was dead in Tre/- 
paſſes and Sins * — That u I muſt continue, till 
I heard the Voice of him who is the Reſurrection and 
the Life t. That ſomething higher than a moral 
or natural Religion (for that, that which is born of 
the Fleſh is but Fleſp ftill even a Righteouſneſs equal 
to the infinite Juſtice and Purity of Gov —— Fur 


I Rom. iv. 11. Ch. Catechiſm. Off. of Infant 
Paptiſm. Matt. ili. 11, 12. m Fpb. iv. 21, 22, 23, 
24. n" PBI. ii. 16. Nom, vi. 3. Matt. i. 21. 
FR TS. 7 £95. 19.22, 23, 24: r Like 
„ £57.20, TOYors v.OERG 
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RiourEzOUsN ESS of GOD" — the imputed and 
zmparted ® Righteouſneſs of Feſus Chriſt was neceſlary 
to remove the Miſery of my Fall that in order to 
obtain this by Faith, my Life was now a State of Pro- 
bation a Time graciouſly allotted me of Goo, 
to recover his Favour, his Pardon, and loſt Likeneſs 
in That to this End, all Divine Revelation, 
eſpecially the Goſpel, was given And that however 
a Heathen, who has not had the Bleſſing of this Goſpel, 


may be ſaved (for the Merits of Chriſt „ill, as he 
died for every Individual of Mankind “) may be 
ſaved, I ſay, by the beſt Uſe of the one Talent! 


Right Reaſon and natural Equity; (the one Condition 
required of him) I, and all others, who are under the 


Sound of the Goſpel, are, beſides theſe Things, (for 


every Chriſtian, in his under Character, is ſtrictly 
moral) call'd through it, to greater, to inward Holi- 
neſs ; and muſt be-/aved from Sin, by a Conformity 
to it, or by being made like his Maſter * _ 5 
(5) This pew View of myſelf (if I may be ſaid to 
have ever leen any thing of myſelf before) as having 


been an Antichriſt, (for there are more Antichrifts than 


the Pope and Mahomet) as having been a Devil in the 
Fleſh, through my helliſh Tempers, producing evil 
Works: ,thopgh called to be a Saint —— a Chriſtian 
— one anointed with the Spirit of Chriſt: This 
Knowledge of myſelf, I fay, occaſioned a Change in 
my Converſation ard Conduct. Such a Change (an 
outward one at leaft, for my Heart is not yet clean) 
as made me reſtleſs to be, what I have hitherto been 
falſely call'd, A CHRISTIAN. And ſoon after, it pleaſed 
Gop to give me a Concern for you alſo to make 
15e bag ler, what. I am call'd to, as a Miniſter of 
Chriſt (I write the Word trembling) — an Ambaſſa- 


dor of God, even to be/eech you, to pray you in Chriſt”s 


u Rom. iii. 22. Chap. iv. Col. i. 26,27. 1 Pet: 


i. 2. Hab. ii. 9. How wretchedly this one 


Talent is (generally) abuſed, appears from the Parable 
of the Talents. Lufe vie 40. 1 John iv. 17> 
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Stead to be reconciled to God *, by accepting of his 


already Reconciliation to you *, on his own Terms of 


Repentance and Faith: Yea, call'd for the perfecting 


the Saints for the Work of the Miniftry ; for the edifying 
the Body of Chriſt. . 


(6) In order to this, it pleaſed Gop to inpreſi upon 


my Heart ſome few Texts of Scripture, which occa- 
ſion'd as remarkable a Change in my preaching to you, 
ſome of which, in particular, were theſe. Son of 
Man, I have made thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of 


Jſrael, therefore hear the Word at my Mouth, and give 


them Warning from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, 
thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou giveft him not Warning, 
nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked Way, 
to ſave his Life, the ſame wicked Man fhall die in his 


Huiguity; but his Blood will I require at thy Hand. 
Tet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 


Wickedneſs, nor from his wicked Way, he ſhall die in 
his Iniquity ; but thou haſt deliver'd thy Soul 2. Thou 


alt ſpeak my Words unto them, whether they avill hear, 


or whether they will forbear d, I charge thee before 
GOD and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, preach the Word. Be 
inflant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ;. reprave, rebuke, 
exhort, with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine, for the 
Time will come, when they will not endure ' ſound 
Doctrine ©, (Alas! Is not this Time come, for can 
there be a worſe yet?) 1t ic required of Stewards, that 


à Man be found faithful l. Whoſoever (through Fear 


of offending) all deny me before Men, him will J alſa 
deny before my Father which is in Heaven ©. I take you 


to record this Day, that I am pure from the Blood of all 


Men; for this Reaſon, becauſe / have not bun d ta 
declare unto you the whole Counſel of GO Df, both in 
the Laau and in the Gepe; perſuading you by the 
Terrors of the former, and inviting you by the Pro- 
miles of the latter. They watch for your Souls, as 


; th cy 


a. v. 18, 19, 20. a Rzek. iii. 17, 18, 
„ c * rr 


1 Ve 2, 1 Matt. X. 33. 8 7 Atts XX. 26, 27. 
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they that muſt give Account s. To mention no more; "of 
Do I ſeek to pleaſe Men? for if I yet pleaſed Men, 1 4 
ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt h. A Text ſo directly 3 
ite to the receiv'd Maxim of the World, If you = 
« would be ſucceſsful among your People, pleaſe = 
„ them!” What! ge them in their Sins! or think * 
to pleaſe the natural Man, by telling him he is a 1% « 
Sinner! Indeed, were all our People real Chriftians, 14 
or truly ſeeking to be ſuch: and not many of them / . 
l in Name only; this might be a good Maxim for a 10 
1 Faithful Miniſter of Gop's Word: For even ſuch a 9 
'} Deſcription of the fallen State as ſhould make ſuch I 
umbkaritd Seeker of Chriſt, find himſelf to be twofold 03 
more a Child of Hell, than he yet thought himſelf, 4 
he would acknowledge to be juſt; and though ſorroau- 8 
Jul yet always rejoice — rejoice evermore in GOD 2 
his Saviour — rejoice that he had ſuch a Saviour, . 
as could /ave him even in theſe Circumſtances — as 0 
could fave him now to the uttermoſt l. Nor could 85 
he be diſpleaſed, as Unbelievers are, at the Promiſes, E 
the Privileges of the Goſpel; but look upon them as 1 
his Treaſure, his Happineſs, his All. Thoſe Bleſ- MK 
ſmgs ! (to mention no others) fo offenſive, ſo grievous Jo 
to Hypocrites ] a preſent Peace with God on a Senſe he 
of his pardoning Love — a Power to throw off the Þ 
Devil and Sin — to be made again à Partaker of ; 
the Divine Nature, through San#ification of the Spirit oa 
unto Obedience. — In a word, The, Kingdom of G O D | 
zwithin you k, even Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy nn 
in the Holy Ghoſt! ! Oy 1 Gi 
(7) Theſe Texts of e e with many others Cl 
impreſſed upon my Heart by Him, who alone can 5 
oper: our Underſtandings, that we may underſtand what I. 
is otherwiſe a ſealed Boat m, occaſion'd as remarkable 5 
a Change in my Diſcourſes to you, as the other Pro- 175 
vidences did in my Conduct: For from meer Ethic 0 
Harangues (overlooking your fallen Inability, either to oF 
do or will any thing that is good, and taking for . 
V els granted 
86 Heb. xii. 17. h Gal. i. 10. 1 Heb. vii. * 
$4, 25. „ Lake xvii. 21. Nam. xiv. 17: 2 
n Lake xxiv. 45. Matt, xiii. 10 18. Phil. ii. 3. 
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granted your excellent, rational, manly Powers to ful- 

| fl the Law of God) from dead, barely moral Declaim- 
ings, pro virtute, contra vitium, they became plain 
Enforcements to flee from the Wrath to come 
. Earneft Per ſua ſiues to Repentance, or a deep, feeling, 

humbling Se. knowledge A /ectionate, awakening, 
And Sy, 

Anger and Paſſion) to know your own Hearts, and for 
this End to liſten to the Voice of the Son of GOD e, 
and the Teachings of his Spirit P. — Kind, though weak 
Aamonitions, (for indeed I can ſay, in great Truth, 
with the Apoſtle, I have been with you in Weakneſs, and 
in Fear, and in much Trembling) Admonitions to feel 
the Miſery of having loſt the Image of Go p; and to 
. groan under the Damnation of Sin and Unbelief, 

While it may be removed —— in this Day of Grace, 
wherein it may be changed (ſuch Power belongeth 
unto God |!) into Joy and Gladneſs ; into Health and 


65 Calls on you, (by ſome unkindly termed 


Salvation. —— In a word, (to ſome 'who have not 


Ears to hear) the Fooliſeneſi of Preaching. Now have 
I intended all this, in order to beget in you (working 
ſtill together with Him a, planting and watering, and 
looking up to him, who alone giveth the Increaſer) 


have I intended all this, I ſay, in order to beget in you 


a Senſe of your Want of the Goſpel ; or in order to 


bring you, when made thus ſenſible, to Chriſt ; and 
can ye not forgive me this Wrong ? Fo | 
(8) For my Brethren, however you, (nay indeed }) 
may have miſtaken the Office of a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel ; I now know, that every faithful Miniſter of 


Chriſt, and Steward of the Myſteries. of Gop is a 


John Baptiß, whoſe Office (and it is to continue to the 
End of the Goſpel) is to go before the Face of the 
Lord in the Hearts of the People he miniſters to; to 


Prepare his Way; to make ſtraight in the Deſart 


(the Wilderneſs of Sin, our waſte. Hearts) an High-way 
for our Go p; to make the crooked ſtraight, and the 


rough Places plain *, by alarming Mankind of their 


Danger, 


„ Jobn v. 25. „ Ibid. vi. 45. 1 Cor. ii. 13. 
2 2 Cor, vi. 1. © x Cor. iii. 6, 7. La. iv. 3, 4. 
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Danger, ſhewing them their Diſeaſe, and pointing out 
r as John did; BenoLD FR LINE OF 
GOD, wrrcny TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE 
Wes l. pt; or by preaching the Baptiſm of Repen- 
. tance under the firſt Diſpenſation — that of the 
Father drawing us to the don u: (for there muſt be Re- 
pentance towards GO D before there can be Faith 
toauamds our Lord Feſus Chriſt v and ſetting the Axe 
thereof to the Root of Sin within us x. When the 
. Baptiſt, the Mini fler, has thus (through the Power of 
the reprowing Spirit Y) prepared his People for Chriſt, 
then doth he greatly rejoice, then indeed is his Foy 
Fulfilled*, How beautiful upon the Mountains are 


The Feet of him that bringeth good Tidings, that publiſh» | 


.eth Peace, that bringeth good Tidings of Good, that 
pubhiſheth Salvation! for then doth he proclaim, 
Tag KINGDOM of Heaven IS at Hand ! —— 

Gor, (Who willeth not the Death of any Sinner) 
perdoneth and abſolveth all them that truly repent , 


and unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel a Then doth 


the once mourning, but zow rejoicing Sinner acknow- 
ledge, (what, alas! you and I never ſo mach as 
thought off) that the Gos EL is a KNowLEDGE or 
SALVATIONW BY THE For GrIVENEss OF ® S1Ns. 
hat it is the Pow R or Gop To SaLva- 

uon (from Sin) to every one that BzLIEVETH ©. 
(9) In this Spirit do I publiſh this Diſcourſe ; and do 
pray God earneſtly to bleſs it unto you: Entreating 
you that, as I have great Long ſuffering for you, ſo 
you will bear a little with my Folly, as it ſeemeth to 
ſome of you; (that ſtumbling Block to many, the 
Fooliſhneſs of the Croſs 1) In a little time, my 1 
| 55 1 Þ. oved, 


t John i. 29, 36. u John vi. 44, 48. Ae, 
XX. Fong Mal ö Ty. 7 Matt. 111. 1 x PB John 
Xvi. 8, 9. 2 Ibid. ji, 29. See our Church's 
Form in publiſhing the glad Tidings of the Goſpel to 
. Believers in the Forgiveneſs of their Sins. 

Luke i. 77. © Rom, 1. 16. 8 1 Cor. i. 17 
—3 1. | 'Þ | | ; | 
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loved, a very little time, it will appear, who is in 
the Right, and who is in the Wrong. Oh that you. 
and I may be fitted, by his own Grace offer'd in the 
Goſpel, to appear before Gop in that Day! But 
take this for the preſent, as a Mark of my Sincerity, 
that rather than lull you any longer aſleep, I wo 
incur the Impertinence of awakening you : Nay rather 
run the Hazard of raiſing your Diſpleaſure, and forego 
all the bexvitchizg Honours and Profits that flow from a 
minifterial Servilztyy, than not ſhew-you the Way ta 


Chriſt, 


HENRY PIII. 


This Day is ufa, 


And to ts ſold at the eme Places hire 


this Sermon is to be had, 


HE Second Edition of a Sermon 

preached (in part) before the Right 
Worſhipful the Dean of the Arches, at his | 
Viſitation at Sevenoaks, the 21ſt of May, 


F742. 


As alſo, a Chrilmas-day Sermon on the 
Neo- birth, preach'd at Bexley, the 25th of 


December, 1741. 


Both by the Reverend Ar. Piers. 


Sou 


lere 


non 


ght | 
his | 
lay, 1 8 2 5 os 

et am grieved for the proveiing Manner, in which 
e 
of 


n 
Except ye repent, ye Hall All likewiſe periſh. 


1 FT is a difficult Thing with me, to ſay, whether 
I more rejoice or am concerned for ſuch pub- 
lick Appointments of Repentance and Humilia- 


tion of our Souls before God for the Sins of this Na- 


tion. For though I rejoice greatly for the Thing 

zt/elf ; that Gop has put it into the Heart of his Ma- 
ey, to humble both himſelf and his People before the 
great King of Kings, in order to obtain Pardon for ous 
Sins, and in a moſt devout and ſolemn Manner, to ſend 
up our Prayers and Supplications to the Divine Majeſty 
for: averting thoſe heavy Tudgments, which our ma- 
xifold Sins and Provocations have moſt juſtly deſerved : 


this is (generally) done; left we thereby farther in- 
cenſe Almighty GOD, and bring upon ourſelves a 


' Curſe inſtead of a Bleſſing. 


2. For when J conſider the Practice of thoſe, who 
by eating and drinking on the faff Morning, do 
plainly ſhew, that they think, Gop may be impoſed 
on When I reflect on their Hypocriſy, who procure 
delicious Morſels to take off the Pain of faſting Who 
after an early Breakfaſt (perhaps in bed, or not in 
common Form) dine (it may be) two or three Hours 
later than uſual, on the beſt Fiſh and richeſt Sawces : 
How is my Soul vexed within me for the Impoſture 
offered to Gop, and for the daring Preſumption of 
thoſe, who notwithſtanding tell Gop, aiterwards to 
his Face, ave turn to thee, O LORD, in abecbing, 
failing and praying. Nay, how do I mourn in my. 
Soul ror thoſe, who may perform the outward” Faſt 
more decently, and yet are ancircumciſea in Heart and 
Affections— faſt not Vm Sin — have not the accept- 

. able 


ö 


able Sacrifice — he broken Heart; but are flill whole, 


2 SIN — A TO . — i 
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and therefore need not the Phyſician ? 

3 When I reflect on the empty and fruitleſs Vor- yo! 
mality of our Faſis, and that even this Shea of Re- or, 
pentance ends with the Day, how do I think of Gop's | 

| Reproof to 1/-ael ? to what purpoſe is the Multitude o T 
pour Sacrifices? Bring no more vain Oblations. The wt 


Calling of your Aſſemblies I cannot away with, It is L ing 


Jniquity, even your Solemn-Meeting*. Is this ſuch as ou 
Fa}, ſaith the Lox D, as hade choſen? a Day for a ar 
Man to afflict his Soul? Is it to bow down his Head to 
as a Bulruſh, and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under vil 
him ? wwilt thou call this a Faſt, and an acceptable Day flic 
to the Lord? Is not This the Faſt that I hawe choſen, Fo 
to looſe the Bands of Mictedneſ. by Repentance to vil 
obtain Freedom from the Bondage of Sin: To undo (th 
the heawy Burdens, and to let the Oppreſſed go free. la 
thoſe who were tied and bound with the Chains of He 
their Sins; and Zhat ye break every Yoke? Is it not, to Pu: 
deal thy Bread to the Hungry, and that thou bring the his 
Poor that are caſt out, to thy Houſe ® When thou ſeeſt me 
the Naked, that thou cover him, and that thou hide not Di 
thyſelf from thy o! Fleſþ> ? Ts of 
4 And yet, Wherefore have we faſted, will ſuch Pe! 
Fiypocrites ſay, and thou 60, not? Wherefore have aue oth 
_ affiifted our Souls, and thou takeſt no Knowledge ® Be- wh 
hold replies Gop unto them, in the Day of your Faſt gy 7- 
ye find Pleaſure, indulge, as uſual, your ſenſual In- en 
clinations, and exact all your Labours —are as wordly, 1 5 
Aa 


and as griping after that Bread that perifheth, as ever. 
Behold, ye Faſt for Strife and Debate, and to ſmite 3 Pe. 


ewith the Fiſt of Wickedneſs. Ye ſhall not faſt, as ye dxsos 7 
this Day, to make your Voice to be heard on high* —— ſay 
and inſtead of Coming to Chriſt fainting, and miſe- che 
rable Sinners: Travelling and heavy laden with the Bur- Ga 
den of your Sins, juſtify yourſelves a Thing highly * 

7 


eſteemed among Men, though abominable it be in the Sight ® 
| of GOD. ——Exalt yourſelves againſt Gov, through | ©® 
| your | 


J. i. 11,13. b Ibid. vi. 5, 6, 7. J. 
Iviii. 3, 4. 4 Luk. xvi. 14, 15. f 


A 


your negative Harmleſſneſs, (as you think) — through 
your Self. righteouſneſs, that Sin againſt the Goſpel ! 
or, at beſt, through a bare moral or natural Religion. 

5 My Brethren, the Occaſion of the Words of my 
Text, we find in the Beginning of the Chapter; 
where ſome, who were then. preſent, (the e, ju/tify- 
ing Phariſecs of the Day, we may preſume) who, like 
our preſent Phariſees, truſting in themſelves, that they 
are righteous and deſpiſing others, are always apt 
to cenſure and judge hard of thoſe, whom Gop 
viſits with his fatherly Chaſtiſements—— whom he af- 
flicts in Love, or takes away from the Wrath to come. 
For though his preſent be the proper Time, for Gop's 
viſiting with his /ore/t Judgments an unbelieving and 
(therefore) wicked Community of People ; (as in the 


# laſt Century he ſorely puniſhed this Church and State:) 
le ſends not his Judgments on [ndividuals always to 


puniſh them —— he chaſtiſes not private Perſons in 
his Indignation,but in Love; and zhat for their Amend- 
ment— for the drawing © /#ch to his Son by. outward 
Diſpenſations, who will not liſten to the inward Voice 
of his Grace: Reſerving the finally unbelieving and im- 
penitent (who commonly come not into Misfortune like 
other Men in this Life) to be puniſhed in 7hat Time, 
when he ſhall puniſh purely for Puniſhment's Sake. 
Theſe Perſons, our Lord ſharply reproves (and indeed 
on Account of their e, their meer moral Righteouſ- 
neſs, and conſequently their no Need either of the 
Pardon or Holineſs of the Goſpel, they are the only 
Perſons he was ſevere to; ever kindly receiving the 
mourning and ſelf-condemned Sinner f] theſe Perſons, I 
ſay, oyr Lord ſharply reproves for their proud and un- 
charitable, their raſh and ſevere Cenſure of the poor 
Galileans, as Sinners above other Men, becauſe they 
ſuffered ſuch Things: As alſo for their pretending to 
aſſign the Cauſe, why Gop ſo ſeverely viſited them. 
For it is no Argument, that a Man is a greater Sinner 
than others, becauſe he-ſuffers much, or becauſe (to 
ſpeak the Iaſidel Language of the World) Fortune fa- 
N | | 8 | vours 


* Fohn vi. 44. Lale xv. 1, 2. 


614) 
vours him not, or that he is anlucſy or unhappy in his 
Circumſtances. And then having diverted them from 
others to look into themſelves — from the unjuſt 
Object of Cenſure, to the only proper one, which is 
the Condemnation of their own wretched Hearts : He 
tells them plainly, that they, (tho' holy they might 
have thought themſelves) deſerved as bitter a Judz- 
ment, and if they prevented it not by timely Repen- 
tance, it would undoubtedly fall on them. I tell you 
(as if he ſhould ſay) that theſe Perſons were not a 
whit worſe than yourſelves. Nay indeed, I tell you 
Nay ; but that except ye Repent, ye, even ye, Hall all 
likewiſe periſh, | Oh | : 
6 As Repentance, My Brethren ; at leaſt, the Sie. 
ing us up to Repentance, in order to avert the heavy 
| Judgments of Gop, which #94v are hanging over our 
Heads, and ready to fall down on this ſinful Land 
[through its /fizelity ripe for Deſtruction &,) as Re- 
pentance is the great End of this Day's Mourning 
throughout this whole Nation. ——But eſpecialy, as 
 Repentance together with Faith (for they are two 
Things, which Gop hath joyned together, and which 
no Man can put aſunder) As Repentance with 
Faith and their Fruit. Repentance towards GOD 
who is offended, and Faith towards our Lord TFeſus 
_ Chriſt® who is the one Mediator, and in whom he is 
well pleaſed again 


Faith to be healed maſt always go before healing Faith. 


As theſe (I ſay) are the great Terms, the /o/e Terms I 
of that great Salvation —— that 
Goſpel- Salvation from the Guilt and Defilement of Sin 


of Salvation 


in this Life, and from the Wages of Sin hereafter, 


As our Lord delivered his whole Go/þe/ in two Words 
in the very Beginning of his Miniſtry, ſaying, Repent, 
and believe the Gofpel *, that i, tel your Need of a a 
Saviour and his Miniſtration———his Miniſtration of | 


Life, of the Spirit; his Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs" ; | 


8 Joel iii. 12, 13. Rev. xiv. 14, 15. „ AA xx. | 
21. , xiv, 9, 10. „ Mar. i. 15, © 2 Gor. | 
9 and 


A. 7, 8, 9. 


4 


| as a Senſe of our Diſeaſe is . f 
prerequiſite to the looking out for a Remedy — as 


7x) 


arid hen receive and embrace both him and his Goſpel. 


As this, in a Word, is the Sum of all, it highly 


concerns us, duly to weigh, in what the Nature of 


True Repentance conſiſts. | 

7 And here, Let us no longer deceive ourſelves, 
(as I have done in my natural unawakened State, when 
I was alive without the Law”) in thinking, that Re- 
pentance conſiſts in a bare Sorrow for Sin: For this we 
read, Judas had, as well as Peter, who had abun- 
dantly more. And his is plain in thoſe, who ſeem to 
ſorrow for their Sins, and yet at the ſame time plead 
for Sin, —— Who ſeem to be ſorry for Sin, and yet 
at the ſame time, not only have in them, but look to 
to have ; yea, are content, ſatisfied, and think it 


meet and right to have in them all their natural and 


unholy Tempers; and are both happy in them, and 


{in the Indulgerice of the Works of the Fleſh ; which 
a truly peni tent and ſelfconwicted Sinner, who is mi/er- 


able (as our Church expreſſes it) becauſe a Sinner; be- 


cauſe ſubject to the Dominion of thoſe helliſh Affec- 


tions, that are the Nature of the Devil in him — 
which a broken, humble Sinner (I ſay) who feels the 
Damnation of Sin, can no more be, than he can be 
happy in Torments. 5 
8 Nor again, is Repentance a natural Diſreliſn of 


Sin proceeding from Sickneſs or Weakneſs of Conſti- 


tution; or ariſing from a bare Decay of Nature, 
whereby the Blood and Spirits do not flow ſo vigorouſly 
to make Proviſion for the Fleſh, tor indulge the Luſts 
thereof, as in Health and Strength, or as in the Days 
ofour Youth. In this it is particularly, that Satan de- 
ceives,thoſe, that are paſt the Prime of Life, and eſ- 
pecially old Men, who fancy, that they repent, and 
that they are grown good, becauſe they cannot act 
with that Vigour; and fight” under the Banner of 
Satan, with that Strength, that they did at five and 
twenty, Here Behold! (generally ſpeaking) the 
Source of the Gravity and Decency of O/d-Age —— 
that Old-Age, I mean, that is grown callous in Sin, 

#4 and 


m Rom. Vil. g. 


Mat. xxvii. 3. 


(16) 
and is not (even yet) actuated by an inward Principle 
of Grace. The carnal Mind (which is Enmity to Gop o) 
till remains in their diſabled and decrepit Languiſh- 


ings (commonly occaſioned through their former Ex- _ 
ceſſes and Debauches) and 2herefore they are as far | 


from a State of Grace — as far from the Kingdom 
of Gop——s far from the End of the Goſpel, which 
is Purity of Heart, or being reſtored in the Image of 
Gop,. —— As abominable are they in Gop's Sight, 
notwithſtanding this outward, undefired Reformation; 
as when they blaſphemed, and ranted and roared in 
the Service of the Deal. ks 
9 True Repentancs, however, at firſt, it may ariſe 
from a bare Fear of Goo the Terrors of the Lord; 


(for we are all awakened in a natural State; and the, 3 
natural Man, who experiences nothing of the Love of 


ovp in Chriſt, looks on him as a hard Man p, or as 
the Devils themſelves do; art thou come to torment mel !) 
True Repentance, I ſay, however it may proceed in the 
Beginning from a laviſh Dread of Gop's Judgments, 
Waiting to fall on us in Eternity, if not in Time; and 


ſo may Jeep us (till we taſte of his Love in Chrift Feſas) | 


under the Law, in the Spirit of Bondage: Yet after 
this legal Diſpenſation is over, it flows more from 
Lowe than Fear—— that Lowe, which always humbles 
the Soul before Gop, and changes the Hirit of Bond- 
age into the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we are en- 
abled, in our inmoſt Soul, to cry Abba, Father. The 
former of theſe is little better than that natural Re- 
pentance, Which in the unconverted Soul changes Place 
with Sin every Day or Hour. —— A Repentance that 
* flows ſolely from Self-Love, or Fear of Puñiſhment. 
It is their Repentance, who Pharaoh like, repent no 
longer, than while the Rod of Gop's Judgments 
| hangs over them. The latter is that Repentance, 

| which 


Rom. viii. 7. 
29. Mar v. 7. 
15. . 


P Mat. xxv. 24. 


Gal. ii. 23. Kem. viii 


2 Mat. viii. 


. 
which the Goodneſs: of GOD leadeth untot that 
Repentance unto Salvation —— that Gos PEL. Re- 
PENTANCE, Which is the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood ; 
and which he is exalted as a Prince and a Sawiour, to 
grant unto his People", together with the Forgiveneſs 
of Sins: For the/z tauo has our Lord inſeparably joined 
together “; ſo that they who deny it Now, who 
put from them, or have never experienced, nor defire 
to experience; who thruſt from them this Forgiveneſs 
of Sins (a preſent Bleſſing of the Goſpel ! ) may, with- 
out Breach of Charity, be preſumed never to have 
truly repented. For as Gop is faithful and juſt to 


3} forgive us our Sins, he cannot defer a Moment to con- 
fer this Bleſſing, when we come up to his Terms. 


10 What a Diſtance are they from the Truth then, 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, who preach up a bare na- 


tural Repentance, a. moral Sorrow without Chriſt ! our 


excellent Church ſays, © they are greatly deceived, 

** who preach Repentance without Chriſt, and teach 
© the Sim le an Ignorant, that it conſiſteth only in : 
„the Works of Man x *, a barely human Thing 
in Man's Power at any Time: Ariſing from the na- 


2 tural Conſcience unreproved, by the Spirit of Gop, 


of Unbelief and Sin): Whereas we have now heard, 
that it is the GC of Chriſt. Such Men (ſhe goes 


2 « on) may ſpeak indeed mhoy Things of good Works, 
| e 


* 
* 


and of Amendment of Life and Manners, (purely 
* in the natural Way) but without Chriſt, they be 
* all vain and unprofitable; for they that think they 
* have done much of themſelves (meerly on Ethic 
Principles) towards Repentance, are ſo much the 
** farther from Gop, becauſe they do ſeek thoſe 
“Things in their own Works and Merits, which 
** ought only to be ſought in our Saviour Fe/us Chriſt, 


and in the Merits of his Death and Paſſion and Blood 
Z © Shedding . | 1 


11 Re- 


t Rom. ii. 4. Tu. xxiv. 47. Y As xiii. 46. 
See our Church's Senſe of this in her Exhortation before 


the daily Serwice, and in her Collect for Aſpweaneſday. 


* Homily on Repentance, John xvi, 8, 9, * Hom, 
on Repentance, 3 


| | 


o John xvi. 8, 9. © Rom. iii. 19, 


4s... ͤ » 
11 Repentance then, is not barely a moral Diſſike to 
Vice, or (as the natural Preacher ſpeaks) © the being 


% enamour'd with the Beauty and Lovelineſs of 
e 1 80 1 


Virtus eft vitium fugere, & ſapientia prima 
Stultitia caruiſſe. = — — 


which Horare, and Ariſtotle, and Cicero both harangu d 


on and practiſed in greater Perfection than he: But it 
is Aſter- care, After-knoxuledge, (as the Original Words 


import) — Care for the Honour of Gop, and Salva- 


tion of our Souls, after utter Neglect and Contempt 
of both Knowledge of Gop, and of ourſelves, 
after our natural Ignorance of both ——— that Igno- 
rance, the neceſſary Conſequent of our would be inde- 


| A;pendent Knowledge! It is Sight after Blindneſs ; 
Wiſdom after Folly. Nay, it is more, it is ſuch an 
inward feeling Experience of the Damnation of having 


loſt the Image of Gop of the Miſery of a once 
divine Creature, ſpoil'd of its Divinity - Such 


a Senſe of its Wretchedneſs neceſſarily conſequent 


thereon, as makes ſuch Penitent utterly to deſpair in 
himſelf, till he has recovered it; till he is reſlored in 
the Image of his Mind; till he has again put on the 
Lord Feſus Chrift, who is the Image of GOD *; till 
he is created anew in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs b. 
All this, this Sex/c of himſelf, wrought in him by the re- 
proving Spirit of Gop (which alone can effect it in fo 
proud a Creature) convincing him of Sin, Hops his 
Mouth, brings him guz/ty before GOD ©, and makes 


him cry out, O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me! © 


What ſhall I do to be ſaved! It makes him burſt out 
in the emphatic Language of our Church, O GOD 
make ſpeed ?o ſave me! O Lord make haſte zo helh 


me! It makes him fee] with Her the Remembrance of | 
His Sin to be grievous unto him; the Burden thereof to 
be intolerable, It occaſions him to go mourning (with | 


the Pſalmiſt) all the Day long; to make him not ab/e 
. | | ta 


* Gen. ill. 5. * Heb. i. 3, Eph, iv, 24. 


it by os 


in our right Mind 


LPR 
to look up; to make him confeſs, ere is no reft in my 
Bones by Reaſon of my Sin; to roar for the wery 
Di/quietneſs of his Heart; to circumcize ſuch Heart, 
and to ſet its Axe (the Axe of Repentance d) to the 
Root of Sin within — the Root of Original Sin 
the carnal Mind; to purge out of the Soul 
the old Leaven of Satan's Image; and, in a word, to 
teſtify that his is done by the Fruits of Repentance e, 
that is, an entire Reformation not only of the outward 
but of the inavard Man. For without this Change in 
the Heart, without this Renovation call'd in Scripture 
the xEW CREATURE, or the New Big TH ; without 
this Change conſequent upon it, I ſay ; Repentance is 
ot Repentance ; it is not even perzpean, After- Care, 
much leſs is it, eraαιν,, the After, or New Mind; 
nor yet, (after our demoniac State f) the being clothed 
2 — clothed again in the Image 
of Gop, of which we were ſtript naked in our 
Fall 8. „ 535 | 
12 But again, that Repentance is not barely a 
rational, a moral, or human Sorrow for Sin a 


| Paſſion ariſing merely from natural Principles; but 


that it is a Work of Grace, the Gift of Chriſt, (as has 
been ſaid b) — the Eyed of his Spirit, the Comforter, 
reproving the Heart of Sin, even becauſe the natural 
Man believeth not in him i, is evident further, from 
the Doctrine of our /criptural Church, where She 
fays, The third Part of Repentance is Fa Tu, [or 


Faith is a neceſſary Adjunct of Repentance] that 


Faith whereby we do apprehend and /ay Hold of the 
*« Promiſes of Gop, touching the Pardon and Forgive- 
% neſs of our Sins, which Promiſes are ſealed up unto 
us with the Death and Blood ſhedding of his Son 
* Teſus Chriſt. For what ſhould it avail us to be 
* (humanly) ſorry for our Sins, to lament and bewail, 
* that we have offended our moſt bounteous and 

| « merciful 


4 Matt. iii. 10. e Ibid. 8. f Mat v. 
io. Ibid. 15. 8 Ges. iii. 7, 11. See St. 
Paul's Marks of true Repentance, 1 Cor. vii. 11 
> Adds v. 31. t Fohn xvi. 8, 9. 


( 20 ) 


« merciful Father; or to confeſs and acknowledge 
* our Offences and Treſpaſſes, though it be done 
© never ſo earneſtly, unleſs we da fedfa/?ly believe and 
ebe fully perſuaded, that Gop, for his Son Teſus 
« Chris Sake, will forgive us all our Sins, aud put 
them out of Remembrance, and from his Sight? 
Therefore they who teach Repentance without a 
* /iving Faith in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, do teach 
* none other than Judas's Repentance, as all the 
* Schoolmen (the celebrated worldly-wwiſe Preachers) 
„do, who require only theſe three Parts of Repentance, 
*© the Contrition of the Heart, the C "— of the 
Mouth, and the Satisfaction of the Work. But all 
* theſe we find in Judas's Repentance, which in 
*« outward Appearance did far exceed and paſs the 
** Repentance of Peter; and firſt, Ac. Now how 
* chanceth it that the one was received into Favour 
again with Gop, and the other caſt away; but 
_ *© becauſe that the one did by a living Faith in him, 
„whom he had denied, age hold upon the Mercy of 
660 D; and the other wanted Faith, whereby he 
* did deſpair of the Goodneſs and Mercy of Gon ? 
It is evident and plain then, that although we be 
never ſo earneſtly ſorry for our Sins, acknowledge 
_ © and confeſs them, yet all theſe Things (theſe barely 
_< human Efforts) all be but means to bring us to utter 
«* Deſperation, except we do ſtedfaſtly believe, that 


* God, our heavenly Father, will (for his Son Jeſus 


_ * Chriſt's Sake) pardon and forgive our Offences and 
* Treſpaſſes, and utterly put them out of Remem- 

© brance in his Sight. Therefore (as we ſaid before) 
they who preach Repentance without Chriſt l, and 

1 9 1 | a lively 


* See what follows in Hom. on Repentance. 5 
! It ſeems there have been others before theſe our 
Days who have harangued floridly and very ethicaly 


for whole Diſcourſes, without one Word of Chriſt, f 


his Goſpel, his Salvation Ham Sin, his Croſs, the 
Power of his Death and Reſurrection, his Pardon, and 
Holineſs, or his pre/ent Bleſſings of Forgiveneſs of 1 

5 | nd 


1 
te a Jively Faith in the Mercy of Gop, do only teach 
« Cain's or Fudas's Repentance. The fourth Part of 
„ Repentance (ſhe goes on) is an Amendment of Life 
«© —— — 2 new Life in bringing forth Fruits worthy of 
„ Repentance : For they that do truly repent, muſt be 
*© clean alter'd and changed; they mult become new 
Creatures — they muſt be no more the ſame they 


«© were before. Theſe good Fruits are the moſt ſure 


e and infallible Signs of rue Repentance. Again, — 
“They that do from the Bottom of their Hearts 


Vc acknowledge their Sins, and are unfeignedly ſorry 


« for their Offences, will caſt off all Hypocriſy, and 
<« put on true Humility and Lowlineſs of Heart. They 
«will not only receive the Phy/ician of Souls, but alſo 
* with a molt fervent Deſire long after him. They 
will not only abſtain from the Sins of their former 
Life, and from all other filthy Vices, but alſo flee, 
* eſchew, and abhor all the Occaſions of them. 
* The Penance, that Chriſt enjoin'd Sinners, was, 
go thy way, and fin no more; which Penance we 
* ſhall never be able to fulfil, without the ſpecial 
« Grace of Him, who faith, without me ye can do 
* nothing.” . | 


13 You ſee, my Brethren, if I may be thought 
worthy to lay before you the Doctrines of our own 
Church, ſo full of Uaction ] I. who am one of thoſe 
who are invidiouſly call'd, a Se#: diſtinct from, and 
diſſaffected to the Church as by Law eſtabliſhed ; for 
no good Reaſon that I know, but that we are remark- 
able for raiſing from Oblivion and Contempt, thoſe 
evangelical Doctrines of the Reformation, which ſome 
of her Clergy (though ſo readily ſubſcrib'd) preach. 
not, but rather the contrary ; and ſhew their Diſlike 
to, in reviling us for“ reviving indifferent Matters — 
Matters of Speculation” (ſuch as 7u/?zfication and 
Sanfification or Regeneration) which have happily 
1 | ept 


and Power over din; but indeed the My/tery of Tniguity 
began to work, even in St. Paul's Days, 2 Thefſ. ii. 
7. Gal. i. 6, 7, 8, 9. To 


= 


(22) 5 
ſlept (as they ſay) for many Years n === for no good 
Reaſon that I know, but that we would maintain thoſe 
Fundamental Doctrines of our excellent Church, which 
many of our Accuſers ( both Clerical and Lay) know | 
not to be her Doctrines when they hear thew, and 
therefore ſtorm at this © New Way and look | 


upon us as InnovaTORs, who bring certain ſtrange 


hings to their Ears, becauſe we preach unto them 
Jesvs, and the RESURRECTION — a preſent Re- 
ſurrection from Sin in order to a future Reſurre&ion | 
from the Wages thereof. So loſt is not only her 
Spirit, but her Letter, in a great Meaſure! So over- 
powered her native Simplicity by the Wiſdom of the 


World o, the delicate Literature of our Day! So moroſe 


and cynical, ſo rude and unfaſhionable her Plainneſs | 
| 5 5 _ and ff 


en Win in lee of tha Di en i the | 


Doctrines of our Church — to the Hopes of the Goſpel, 
viz. a preſent Senſe of our Reconciliation with Gop, 
and the Reftoration of his Image in the Soul, call'd in | 


Scripture JUSTIFICATION and SANCTIFICATION, 
have we lately had among zs of this Dioceſe; when | 
Clergyman of the Church of England, at a general 
Viſitation, could tell his Brethren (and 'tis to be | 


fear'd he took it for granted, that they were all of | 


his Opinion) that © Juſtification and Regeneration, in 
* Compariſon of moral Works, and the fundamental | 
Truths of Chriſtianity, are but Queſfions and Strifes 


« about Words, which profit not, but to the Subver- 


e fon of the Hearers.“ N. B. Every Chriſtian (as a 
Chriſiian) is a moral Man, and does all good Works 
in his Power; but every moral Man who does good 
Works is not a Chriſtian, Juſtification and Regenera- 
tion are, what he ſeems not to know, the Fundamenta“ 
Truths of CHriſtianity. But I can almoſt excuſe him, 
when I conſider that he did it, 1 won't ſay ignorantly, 
but in good Nature, to comfort his afflicted Brethren, * 
who were much offended at a rude Diſcourſe on the 
Occaſion before. See Mr. Piers's Sermon preached | 


{in part) before the Dean of the Arches, &C. 2d Edit. 


n As XVIL 18, 19, 20. © 1 Cor. i. 16=30; 
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cnd3Parivy: tue polite: EIS M e che generous, 


ts) Von tee (I fay) our Church's Doctrine of the 
Nature of uus Repentanoe; how explicit ſhe is in telling 


you what it is; from whence it maff come ; to What it 


muſtche allied, even aliving Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, it you 
would hade ũt Repettance unto Life, Repentance unt 
Salbation u Vo ſee how, careful ſhe is to correct 
your Miſtakes about it; becauſe. ſhe knows that 17, 


together with Faith, Fa TH WORKING BT Loves, 


or productive of all good Works, are the /e Condi- 


tions of obtaining the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, wiz. 


Tus rukN INC EVERY ONE OF: US AWAY FROM 


MIS INV ety bis 5s. Vou fee- hgw much ſhe has the 


Howour« of Go and the Glory. of Chriſt at- Heart. 
How yealous: ſhe is of every thing that is barely human, 


of whatever has no greater a Power than the Strength = 
of Man ? How jealous ſhe is of our Ethnic or natural 
Works, which before the Grace of Chriſt, and the 
Tnfpiration of his holy Spirit (ſhe lays, and gives her 


Reaſon. for it) have in them the Mature of Sin* ?£ How 
little ſhe eſteems (what we naturally pride : ourſelves 
upon) our Free-avill, and . Power to do good 
dur airy notional Merits, and ſhadowy Preſumption of 
a Reward for them v. And thus jealous ſhe is, left as 
we take up with that þ//orical/ Aﬀent —— or that 
Credence which we give to Man, who is a Jar 


leſt as we take up with this (I ſay) for the Faith of a 


Chriftian; ſo we think Repentance unto Life to be no 


greater (alas! not half ſo ſincere often) no greater, 


than that Sorrow which we have for having offended 
one anather —— @ Worm lifted up on a higher Clod 
of Earthithan ourſelves — Hes 10:3 
14 Let us then, my Brethren, (leſt «ve likewiſe 
periſh with the unrepenting, becauſe unbeliewing 
World) let us be admoniſhed by our own Church; 
to look up to Chriſt to give us Repentance; for this 


his Gift alone, is Goſpe/ Repentauce mix'd with Faith; 


the ons REeyPENTANCE acceptable to Gop. Let us 


„ At xi. 18. 4.2 Cori vii. 10. Mar. i 
15. Cal. v. 6. — vi. 15. t Art. 13th, 
» Art, 10th, _ Art. I 4th. 0 
| 15 


mnauntdio manly; zatural-Religion' of the preſent 


Chriſt —— {ſuch a 


(24) 
look to his Spirit to break our Hearts by ſhewing them 
to us. Let us enlarge our Notions of Repentance, 
by conſidering it not ſo much an Ac as a.conflant Hab 
of Mind ; for though we may rejoice becauſe we have 
found the Sawiour of the World, by ſeeking him ſor- 
rowing, let us know. (what is a Pgqradox to the 
World) that zh:s, is Part of the Chriſtian Character, 
as farrowfud yet alevays rejoicing y. The true Chriſtian 
does not ſo properly ſay, I have repented, as I 4. 


repent; 1 die daily. Repentaonce is an habitual Humi> | 
lity, or a conſtant Deſire of always ſeeing and know- | 
ing ourſelves, as Gop fees and knows us. It is a 
conſtant Self-denial and taking up. the Croſs = a 


continued 12 a Deatb and Burial with 
Participation of his Frieſtly Office, 
as enables us daily to offer up to him on his Croſs, our 


unholy Affections It is a conſtant /efEemptying, 
a Juge Martyrium —— the Buſineſs of our whole Life, 
ſo long as one unmortiſied Luſt remains alive in us. 


Nay, it is the hating our own (ſenſual unholy, un- 


godly Tempers, which are our natural) L/ 


It is that great Duty which our Lord ſays, we muſt 
ſubmit to, if we will be his Di/cip/zs : And indeed all 


ſuch as have a /ing/e Eye, and feel the Wretchedneſs of ; 


the o/d Nature, will chuſe it as a Duty indi/penfible. 
But alas! how is this Te of “ Chri/tian Diſcipleſhip 
univerſally evaded ! more honeſtly indeed by the 
unawakened World, who openly confeſs, that they 
like it not; but more hypocrztically by ſuch, who 
though they call themſelves the only. Children of Gop, 
brand it with the Odium of © being under the Law.“ 
Let us thus enlarge our Notions of Repentance, and 
not barely humble our Souls before Gop (or rather 
look up to him to be humbled) for what ever this 


World (byaſs'd in Favour of the Devil) allows to be 


Sins. Such are, I think, only Murder and Theft ; 


and theſe rated ſo, only on human and political Prin- 


ciples, not the Law of Gop. For, (not to ſay that 


they are both hurtful to Society) the latter, it ſeems, 


is unbecoming a Gentleman; the former only ſo in ſome 
Circumſtances; for it is his Duty, ſays his Creed (he 
HEEL "7 hs et eo, 

* Fobn xvi. 8, 9. 7 2 Cor. vi. 10. Luke 
XIV. 20, 27, 33. | | 


(25) 

Judgment of the World) to -gratify all bis natural 
Fempers—=the Tempers of him who was a Murderer 

from the Beginning! Anger, Wrath, Malice, Revenge ; 
if he is contradicted, or his /acred Will oppoſed —— 
his Honour engages him to contemn Him, whoſe alone 
2 Honour. is.*, and to deſpiſe thoſe pitiful Graces of being 

TT, oa to Wrath; of Forgiveneſs and Meekneſs 3 of re- 
an turning Evil with Good; of turning thi other Cheek j 


de of lowing E nemies; of Patience, and Forbearance, and 
us Long ſuffering. His Character and the Spirit of a 
wW- * Gentleman oblige him to fight Duels — to purſue 


2 his Adverſary to Death; if the Idol, 88 Lr, be in 
a any wiſe offended or blaſphemed. As for Fornication, 
ith Drunleenneſs, Sabbath · breaking / profane curſing: and 
Ce, 7 ſwearing, and ſome others; they are looked on by the 
ur 73 World as ſmall, Matters, if not genteel Accompliſh- 
- ments. The natural Man, who is paſt feeling, and 
fe, who ſees as little of the Siafulneſi of Sin, as he does of 
us. the Love of God; commits theſe! Sins, yea, all Un- 
n- cleanneſs with Creedingſi, and goes to Bed at Night | 
— with as little Remorſe for them, yea, with as much | 
Chearfulneſs as if he had lived /oherly, righteoufly; and ö 
all goealy all the Day long — (What an undeniable. Proof 
of of that Blizdne/s and Hardneſs of Heart, which our 
Church prays to be deliver d from!) Let us beg of 

: OD then, to ſhew us our own Hearts, to reprowe: us 
the deeply of Sin; and that not only, that we may rel 


ey our greater Need of a Saviour, and come to him pro- | 
ho perly diipoſed by an unfeigned Repentance ; but that, | 
2D, woe may enlarge the Catalogue of our Confeſſions; and) F 
V.) no longer take our Eſtimate. of Duties and Sins from. 1 
and that World chat hath not yet received the Truth, a 
her but Herb ſtill in the ævicled one b; but ſubmit to let 5 
this Gov tell us, what we muſt 4% and what a ,x. 
be 15 Let us more particularly, my Brethren, as we g 


it; are call'd upon by thoſe, who have ſupreme Autho- 

CHE G enn mal 
hat ĩ⁊ Num. xxiv., 11 * Ye Buß, ye Great World! 
ms, how is it, that ye ſee not, that ye are pleaſing the 
ome Devil, and that ye are ſerving him faithfully. in your. 
the Parties of Pleaſure, your Journeyings, Phyſicking, or 
dg · looking over your Accounts » on the Lord's Day ? | 
FIT; * Zohn xiv, 17. b Evra Tlomgw xeirai. 1 John v. 19. i! 


5 
K 


eee 
rity over us, and fo Whom" Waere e owe Obe 
dience, not only hai, but alſo: for Conſtienct 
Sale. as we are call'd upon by Gop, and his An- 
ointed, our 'Savereign Tord\ King GRA Let us 
unfeignedly repent #afid/fiverdeFHerets/ Et us varneſtlz 
pry: wo GO. that he would Hife u to How'd 
6s} as wer are len by hire," and then de cannot 
but fepont. Let us“ pray,” that Hs Word; Wäſeh is 
quick and "power ful,” and Parper than any; two "edgeq 
&word, may pierce our Souls, and make us te Henin 
the Thoughts un Intents of our 'Hearts$ hit we may 
o jadge ourſelves, as our Church ſpeaks," Has abe be © 
nat judged Minh Lord.” O let us repent fer bur feet 
Feults =— thoſe Sti of Nature, which the n. 
rel Conſcienes camot come at imd twhieh the Spirit 
of thę Lord ox can! reptocbe A df, und eonvirice us to 
be Sins — our Heart Sins our unholy Tempers 7 
and Affections, that are the neceſſafy Conſequence'of 
our having loſt the- Likeneſs of Gopꝭẽ; into the Ro]. 
off: whith immediately ſucceeted the Image df the 7 
Devil , ih all ſuch Gür nah und carnal ARERIbNs 2 
ds are his Nature in us, (.) a rebellicus Spirit on- 
dependance on Gop; a Self-art1 oppoſite to his; Dur 
Pride, Concupiſceure, or Love of the Creature, or 
Seif love; our idolatrous Covetouſneſs; our Anger, 
Envoy, Hatred, Malice; our Hypotriſy, Deceit, and all 
other ſuch helliſh Diſpoſitions, as it is the one Erd 
of, the Goſpel to root out of our Nature (originally' 2 
divine) by replanting the Inage of Gob in us, or 
las the Apoſtle expreſſes it) by making us again Par- 


tukers of the Divine Na tur ee. 
16 Let us repent of our Urbelief, —that Unbelief | 
which the zatural unawaken'd Soul never dreams to 
be a Sin, though it be the Sin e, Siis; THE SIN 
againſt the Goſpel — that Unbelief which makes | 
Men reject the Goſpel, and prefer DE ISM. ora 
bare Religion of Nature to 83 that Ut be jeff 
which gives Gop the Lye ; as it diſputes his Veracitiy, 
and makes light of his Promiſes of Pardon and Holine/s | 
— that Unbelief which makes even many, 55 | 
*© Gen. iii. 9, 11, '4 1 John üi. 8. Hom. Chrift- 
mas Day, 2 Pet. i. „ n 


» 


(27 | 

be I (yet) call themſelyes Chriſtians, to put the Goſpel of 
5 2 Gaal from them f, in 4 great e e | 
4; a preſent Forgiveneſs of Sin, and a preſent Power over 
as it —— thoſe Bleſſings ! that (did we believe) would 

(M 4 i make us A culiar P eople; a glorious Church, holy 

t or Wrinkle, or 


ur. ] and without Blemiſh ;  nokwhagun 


wy 6. 27 7 which lurks ungueſtion d in the Soul — that 
442 evil Heart of Unbelief that cauſes us continually to de- 
al Þ part from. the living GOD > —— todepart from Him, 
25 2} to ſeek Happineſs in the Creature, and Salvation in 
to |] ourſelves. O let us repent of our Unbelief, for it is a 
jers 2 damning Sin i, as it keeps us from Chrift, who is a, 
Gf Propitiation for all other Zins. For thus, ſays he, He 
6m? who has Power, even o EAR TN, to forgive Sins, 
the and much more now (if 


"or. || 1 | Fe | 3 

r f At xiii. 465. 5 Eph,v. 27. Þ Heb. iii. 12. 
TRE Mari xvi. 16. * g att. Xxviii. 18. | Ibid. 
$f MXV314-32 , 
; 4 Take this (for the —_ by way of Specimen. 
gun If no Man ſpeaking by the Spirit of God, calleth Jeſus 

kes accur ſed en, as he in Effect does, who flights his Goſpel, 
»# a and denies the Power of his Mediation in the preſent 
ef Forgiveneſs of Sins, and, cleanſing from Sin —— in 
ity, © 7 *ftification and Sandification : If no Man can ſay, 
meſs that Jeſas is the Lord, the great Gob, who forgivetn 

vo Sin and Iniquity.® —— the JE 5v from Sin ?— 


cl acceptable Time, the 


any ſuch thing &; would abſolutely defeat the Artifice 


and Malice of the Devil, and reſtore us from the two 


great Damages of the Fall, Guilt and Pollution, the 


: fr{t-in.. the Juſtification,- the latter in the Sanctification 
of our Souls from Sin, Let us repent, I ſay, of that 


4 2 


n poſſible) now that a// Power 
in Heaven and Earth is given unto him* ; Thus, ſays 
be., All manner of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 
unto Men i; if they repent and believe n, while the 
2 | of Satvation, laſts. And that 
the Sin of Urbelief (if finally perſiſted in) is cloſely al- 
lied to the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoft, I could eaſily 
prove, would the Time permit “. | 


— — 
a RN FR 3 


618) 


17 But to probsedl: When we haye ſet the Arb of 
got tante u 65 the Roots bf Sin within us 

22 to our Sefa, to our inde- 
pendent. Spirit {conſequeng upon Satan 8 being us we 


ſhould be Goas cue * our Concufiſcente, 
(the direct o pofire to t 


Mind W nl 5 to G D „ ; all, All, the neceſſary s E 
64. p 19 152 +2 Q vas? hs SA ' Conſequences 3 
IS . | = ales SM 10 Ble! 


wks Saveru” FROM A1 1 Uxcrz l NN E Ss 4, but 4 
by the Holy Ghoſt —— How does not he ipe eak 3 
againſt his Spirit — the Holy Go, (and ſo acknow-' ©: 
ledgeth not the Trinity) who denieth theſe Things 3 
who denieth the Spirit's Ag ge cy! ? And that 5% is tile 


Irit's Aptncy;or' Meiers is Plain from 1 1 Lord's 
n Words, "who thus explains the Office of che Holy 


Sud or the Spirit's. C 725 fl.; He. ft ll 7705 F 


me, for he Bolt e of 3d pat Sew it unto 


r.. Aud when he is 775 (got only in general, as i 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, but into every private Heart) |: 
he will reprove or convince the World (and thoſe: |! 
efettually who ſtifle not -his ConviAtions) he wilt re- 
proye them. of Sin, Ind of Ri breouſneſt, and of” 5 a 

2 


ment ; the a Ty Proceſs of 't ork of Grace in t 
Soul from the Death of Sin to the Life öf ighteouſ- 
neſs from the old Nature in Adam to the New- 


Spirit's Miniſiry, who yet is ſo little thou 7 of, and 


who through Urbelicf is ſpaken aga e it is who 
is to receive nl] from Chriſt that ain, 1 


SAVE fallen, dead, ghilty, and polluted Sinners *. 


Exel. xxxvi. 2630. * Fohn xvi. 14. Exe, N 


he will demonſtratèe to the Soul theſe Particulars, let 
the unbelieving han ſpeak never ſo much againſt 7 
1 e of Sil by" the Forgiveneſs of Sint, L. 

| fink 2 full Apa of Faith, ' Heb, x. 22. 


againſt the bh Wirnels of the” Holy'Spirit;' 1 % 


1 10. Job xv, 26. — vi, 13. Mart. i iii. 
10 64. . . Jan * Nom. vine 6, a denn 


to * | 


f Go) or to the carnal © 


BigTH in Chriſt ! So abſolutely *neceſfary is that E 


ns Our Salya - 
tion, and apply it to us. This Sp irit of the Father 4 
and of the. Son, is t aalen, to draw, to *ronvert, | 
to Jufify, to h ie word, to REDEEM, 5 to 5 


ma, 
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(29) 
s of having loft- the Image of Gop! then 


ſhall we have leſs to do (if I may fo ſpeak) to repent 


of the following S ins the Streams of theſe 
latent Springs *. Some few of which, even the un- 
auen d World allow to be Sins. And indeed, (fo 
loſt is all Senſe of the reproving Spirit, that muſt ew 
us the Bottom of our Hearts 1) to repent only of what 
the Generality of Mankind acknowledge to be Sins, 


is juſt like the fooliſh Policy of that Man, who ſhould 


chink his Garden or Field ſufficiently wed be- 


cauſe he had crop'd off the Stalk or Leaf only; for while 
of the Devil, the carnal Mind, the 


the Root, the Image 
original Infection , lies undiſturbed by a heartsbreak- 


ing Repentance ; the lefler Sins, ſuch as Murder and 


Adultery, profane Curling and Swearing, and ſuch 
like, wilt be continually ſhooting up. 


18 But let us repent, my Brethren, of the leſſer | 


Sins alſo 3 and of /ach Sins as the World, that loweth 


its baun, counteth not Sins; ſuch as Love of this 


World; and that, becauſe the Spirit of Gop ſays, if 
any Man love the World, the Love of the Father is 
not in him Conformity to this World; its 
Pomps and Vanities which we have ſo ſolemnly re- 
nounced in Baptiſm '—=—— thoſe Defires of the Flep, 
thoſe Luſts of the Eyes, that Pride of. Life, which the. 


fame Spirit ſays, are not of the Father, but of that. 


World that palſethb away. Let us repent of that worldly 
Taſte (for is it not that Vanity which we have renoun- 
ced)? tho' call'd good Manners and polite Breeding — 
thoſe innocent worldly Amuſements and Diver- 
ſions that take up ſuch Room in the Soul, and turn it 
away from Gd our Luxury, Brees, Extrava- 
gence in the Uſe of Gop's good Creatures, cal d 
Magn ificence,” Hoſpitality, and Generofity ; and many 
other ſuch Deceits of the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil, fiom which our Church prays for a preſent De- 


Inerance for her Children. Let us repent of that 


6 of our evil Hearts, out of which our Mouths 
| ſpeak 

ud 3 7 111 

X 3 i. 105 R 

TW 11, 2 
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(30) | 
ſpeak in Oaths and Curſes that helliſh-PraGiice: 
(that has parted even with the Form of Religion) of 
damning our own and others Souls ; ſo contrary to the, 
Spirit of that Goſpel, which /aweth Souls, and which 
yet, ſuch Prefuners profeſs to believe —— that ftting. 
and ſpeaking againſt the Moſt High that ſwearing, 
and blaſphemipg his tremendous Name, for which (as 
the Prophet ſays) the Land mourneth * —— a Vice! | 
ſo peculiarly practiſed by us, that it may be called the 
Engliſh Sin. Let us Repent of our Drunkenneſs and 
W horedoms our Sabbath. breating and Neglect 
of the publick Worſhip of Gop, — our Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, our Strife and Envying,—our Vio- 
| lence and Opprefſion, — our many Acts of Injuſtice, 
— our Murders and Thefts ; for though we may ſay * 
(through the Ignorance and Blindneſs of our Hearts) | 
that we have never robbed any Man, or ſtole; his 
| Goods; yet, we know, and (what is more) Gop 
knoweth, that we have coveted. Though we have 
never ſlain any Perſon, yet we know, yea, and Gop 
knoweth, that we have hated many; nay, hated 
thoſe, whom we ſhould - peculiarly. love for - their 
Works Sake ; even thoſe that would teach us the Way 
of Salvation. Now, what ſaith the Spirit of Gop ? 
Whoſe hateth his Brother is a Murderer, and ye know, 
| that no Murderer hath eternal Life abiding in him®. 
109 Yea, Let us humble our Souls before Gop, for 
what we have hitherto vainly depended on for Salva- 
tion, wiz. our bare natural Works: For I ſpeak not to 
_ thoſe that are without, but ſuch as call themſelves 
Chriſtians. Not but that good Works muſt be done by all! 
Men, whether in a natural or ſpiritual State. The ove 
Talent which Gop hath given to all Men, as it requires, 
ſo is it ſaſtcient for the Opus Operatum. But if ſuch good | 
Works as a Man may do upon %s Principle without 
_ Charity, that is, the Love of Gop and Man, make us 
fall of ourſelves © ;:—If ach good Works (as they __ 


2 Fer, xxiii. 10. Þ1 Jobn iii. 15. 1 Gor, 
iii. 3. | Art. XIII. a £ I iy 2 i 5 8 
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(31) 
do) ſwell us up with Pride, whereas ſuch” as proceed 
from the Love of Gop, as conſtantly Humble the Soul 
If fuch good Works make us /e/f/aficient j — if 
they! leſen our Senſe of the Fart of Chriſt and his 
Sobel: (for are there not many good Chriſtians in our 


Day; who underſtand as little of Poverty of Spirit, of 


Mourning; of Hungring and Thirſting After Richteouſ+ 
neſs a, as they do of Juſtification itſelf, or of Sanctifi- 
cation ?) — If ſuch good Works, together with the 


Externals of Religion, make Men eaſy without Chriſt 


(as T have heard ſome ſay, that indeed they ſaw no 


2 great Need of him.) —— If they make us % confident, 


or create ſuch an high Eſteem of ourſelves, as to cauſe 
vs with the Phariſees of old, to deride Chriſt®© ; (his 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, his new' Creation) and to juſtify 


ourſelves e; then are they (indeed) Subjects of Re- 


pentance Then are they abominable in GOD's Sight e: 


Then are they theProphet's flihy Ragst, and the Apoſtles 


Dungf. What I mean then, is, that we repent of thoſe 


Works, that are not done as GO auilleth them to, be 


done, ſays our Church; that is, in Faith and Love. 
And indeed, even by good Works (the Fruits of Faith) 


| ſhall 20 Fleſb be "juſtified in GOD's Sight. Being juſti- 

fed (as _ as are ſo) or accepted in the Beloved, 
19] h. —— (That Faith which juſlifieth the 

the Ungoaly s) before we can do a good Works. Let 


— 


through Fait 


us repent of the Sinfulneſs of our Duties, and peculiarly 
of thoſe good Works, which we have done with an 
evil Heart | Matt. vi. 23. J with an Heart neither purged 
from theGuilt,nor cleanſed from the Filth of Sin: Eſpeci- 


ally if fach Works be made Matter of Merit before GD 


—in a Word, our good Works, the good Fruit of a bad 


7 Tree. Whereas our Lord ſays, the Tree [the Man] 


muſt be made good, before it [He] can bring forth 
good Fruit. N e EET rok. 
20 Let us correct our Notions of Religion hitherto ; 
and know, that however bare Morality, or outward 
VOY TA Pn en eee Religion 
Matt. v. 3, 4, 6. eee Luke xvi. 14, 15. 
ff Iſaiah lxiv. 6. Philippians iii. 8, 9. s Rom. 
*. 5 Arti. xii, xiii SS 
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| | (32) 
Religion may do for States and Commonwealths, yet 


Gop requireth of Cbriſtiam ſtill a higher Principle of 
Action, than bare Reaſon, even Fairy, and hat in 
order to bring Man back from his would be Indepen- 
dance on him *, =— that however Circumciſion or U 
circumciſion may do for a Few or a Heatben; if we are 
2 Gop requireth us to be new Creature. 
And as the Heart is the better Part polluted with Sin: 

He requireth alſo ſomething fronger than Reaſon to 
cleanſe it, and to reſtore Love and Truth in it, He 
wills us to <vorfoip him in Spirit and in Truth, as he 


ſays; and therefore Religion, Chriſtian Religion I 


mean, is nothing ſhort of the Lowe of Go — of | 

Purity of Heart — of a ſingle Eye — of that i- 
ward Holineſs, Without which 0 Man (ball ſee the | 
Lord. And this is all (and who is he that has an 
Regard left for the Bible, can deny theſe Things?) 


that we mean by Perfection in this Life. 


21 To ſay no more; Let us repent of our Religion 4 
hitherto : For (generally . ſpeaking). it has been no |? 
more than DRISM, or a bare Religion of Nature, ( for- 


bid by our Church, under Pain of her Curſe k.) Lift- 


ing us up againſt, inſtead of humbling us before G |! 


A eading us from, inſtead of bringing us to, Chriſt. 


AY uch a daring. Oppoſition to the Wiſdom of Go 
(declared to us by Revelation!) as nothing but inſinite 
Patience could have borne with ſo long ! Nature [and | 
her Religion] is always proud, and carries the Notion * 
of Merit in every Thing ſhe- does. Her Jgnorance | 


(and that becauſe ſhe would Know. independently of 0 n 


Gop ®.) Her Ignorance of the Miſery of her defired | 
Independance— of her Fall — her Ignorance. ' 


both of herſelf and of Gop =— that Ignorance, which e, 


is the very Source and Spring of this Pride, makes her 


bring in even Gop her Debtor. Indeed, whatever / 
proud Man may think; the World by Wiſdom cannot 


know GOD®, One would think, that four. thouſand. | 


Years Experience were ſufficient to prove this: And 
yet, it ſeems it is not. For Men (by Wiſdom, by 


Bare 


"® Gen, iii. 5. 12 Cor. v. 17. k drt. wii. 
Col. ii. 3. Gen. iii. 5. 1 Cor. i. 20, 21. 


mT. 
bar#Reaſon, by Learning, by Philoſophy would know 
or Gop Now. And therefore it is, that the Teachings 
185 of GOD „ and Divine 7r/þ:iration? are fo much be- 
come the Subject of Ridicule “ (alas! what muſt be. 


„ come of this adu/terous Generation!] even though the 
are Promiſe of the Spirit, the Promiſe of the Father | 
i (1 avill pour out of my Spirit upon all Fly) be the 
in: © peculiar Bleſſings of this Gopel-Day. Had Gop known 
to or willed, that bare -n2fifted Reaſon, (the matureſt 
He Reſult of which ſs many Years prove to be ontwvard 
oy e Religion 
I 


ri. liv. 13. Fer. »xxi. 33. Jobn vi. 45. 
bs A * xvi. 17. Firſt Collect of the e 
this || 6th Sunday after Eaſter. 19" Sunday after Trinity, 
any || * Bluſh ye [Chriftran] Philoſophers of this Day, 
52) who always refi/t the Holy Ghoſt —— ye Antitrini- 
tarians, who by Agency ( Inspiration deny himſelf: 
gion 3 Bluſh I fay, to hear a heathen Philoſopher about two 
"no thoufand Years ago, fay ; Nemo wir bonus fine aliqus 
for- ArrlArW Divino ungquam fuit. You ſay, you ſee: 
if. But is it not an irrefragable Proof of your Blindneſs, 
Jop that you cannot lee, that what you call Enthufioſm, 
riſt. viz. (the Teachings of -GOD, the Convictions of Sin, 
50D Nigbtedmſagſi, and Judgment, or in one Word, our 
Church' Inspiration) is the very Foundation — the 


— Divine Source of Chriſtian Religion: However, I will 
tion allow, it is not of your Natural qr which makes 
ance Von ſelf-holy, which makes your Works meritorious ; 
y of ſo meritorious as to be the Condition of your Salvation, 
fred But how is it, that ye don't ſee thus much; that thoſe 
ance whom ye have in the utmoſt Contempt — the Scum 
hich ef Mankind the Reprobates, as you call them, but 
- her whom eve are daily inviting and receiving to the Hope 
terer the Goſpel, and many of whom we think will enter 
nnot te the Kingdom of Heaven before you, if ye perſiſt fill in 


pour Natural Righteouſneſs ; how is it that ye do not 


And We, that heſe have juſt the ſame Notions of Religion 
„ by with your learned and felf-righteous ſelves, and join 
Gore ith you in e Cry againſt the poor hunted Methodi/ts. 


n many Things you liken us (againſt your Wills) to 
im Whoſe Servants we are ſeeking to be. Mat. xvi. 1. 
Mart xii. 13. iT 


44 Luke XXIV. 49. Foel i. 29. 


(34) 
Religion at beſt, if not impure, wicked, idolatyous 
Superſtition, —— had he walled, that Sacrifices or Luſ- . 
trations —— that Cicero's HowesTU mM, or Ariftotle's WM Jin 
Aixciacuyn, could bring us to him: He needed not to Ty 
have added any thing to the Labours of fheſe Men: - 6, 
For excellent they are in their Kind. Would to Goo! tur 
that many, who call themſelves Chriſtians (tor all real Di 
Cpbriſtians riſe much higher) came up to them! But 
when he has ſo plainly told us that in CHriſt alone, « 
(that is, in our reſtored Humanity in Him) he is well 40 
pleaſed with us *—— that 4% Men ſhould honour the Son ſult 
as they do the Father * — that the Father loweth the Js1 
Son and hath given all Things into his Hand“ that do) 
he that hath the Son hath Life; and he that hath not! 2 
the Son hath not Life that it hath pleaſed him tan. 
to gather together all Things in Ghriſt, hoth which are - they 
in Heaven and which are in Earth" — that we gag 
have Redemption through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs |) 1 raz 
F our Sins — that his Sufferings were our Atone- Zert. 
ment; the Wrath he. underwent, . our Peace; his wor 
Purity (not only imputed but imparted to us*) our Rep 
Sanctification and Holineſs +— and that an unfeigned agai 
Conformity to every Thing, that Chriſt» was (for every - the 
one that is perfect ——, a true Chriſtian — anginteds mak 
abith and into his Spirit, Gall be as his Myſtery} a wil only 
ling Conformity: to his Life, Death, Reſurrection and we a 
Aſcenſion, are ſo many Reguifites in us, to make ui 
truly (what we profeſs to be his Diſciples. Since this 
is the Caſe ſince this is the Meſlage of the Goſpel, 
Which we of the Clergy are commiſſioned (as farthful 
Stewards? ) to deliver to our People, even © that G09 
„ Dory pardon and abſolve all them that #ruly Re- 
&' pent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Goſpel” — 
** that he giveth us his Holy Spirit in order * our 
1 py PR 3 %% Lives 


the A 
ſeripta 
a Sub 
came 
broken 


r See, in his Offices, Cicero's Inflance of the Rhodian 
Merchant. | | ao. * $445 
Matt. iii. 7. t John v. 23, ibid. xiii, 3 
u Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 14. * Rom. viii, 9 
1 Pet. i. 2, IG.  * Luke vi. 40. 1 John iv. 17 

Y 1 Cor. iv. 2. CC 


635) 
OUS % Lives may be pure and holy.“ Since this is the 
{> : Caſe, I ſay ; ſince hit, this Pardon of Sin, this Ho- 
les lineſs, or Dominion over Sin, is the Evayſouo, glad 
t to  . Tydings ; what an Inſult on the Divine Wiſdom and 
en: : Goodneſs to reject this Gel, and return into Na- 


2D ! ture again! to make no more of it (as ſome learned 
real Divines have done) than to call it * a Republication 
But of the Law of Nature. That Grace is but another 
one, „ Word for Virtue :” Whereas our Lord lays, that 


well 


8 . which is born of the Fleſh is (but) Fleſb! What an In- 
| Son 


ſult to ſet up. this Dagon in Oppoſition to the Lord 


the  Jenovan ; and to cry to it (as molt of the World 
that do) great is Diana of the Epheſians ! 5 

not 22 But again, (as a farther Argument to Repen- 
him] / tance) let us compare ourſelves. and our Lives with 


are - thoſe of our Adverſaries, with whom we are now en- 
t we gaged in War; and againſt whom we are this Day, 
ene praying to the Lord of SaBaoTH for Succeſs. Are we 
tone better than they ? no, in no wiſe ; but indeed much 
his - worſe ; and therefore what greater Need have we of 
our Repentance, if we would engage Gop to proſper us 
ignedÞ againſt them? For ſuppoſing, that we are only as bad as 
every they (and indeed both as wicked as the Devil can 
intel Aale us; for he bears a peculiar Spite againſt all, who 
a Wil only bear the Name of Chriſt) ſuppoſing, I ſay, that 
n ande we are only as wicked as they: Yet, we are therefore 
ke will far worſe ; both in the Sight of Gop, and in the 


ze thi Judgment of all reaſonable Men: And that, for thi; 
-oſpel,Þ Reaſon, becauſe we have a purer Religion —— a Re- 
ait ful ligion reformed from the Errors of theirs, — a Re. 
t Go Ligion, which allows no Plea for the Devil at all — 


ly Re no wenial Sins; no {ndulgences ; no Purgatory, but 
what our Church calls, in the Blood of Chrift, Now Y 
at our} —— a Religion that admits of no Subſtitutes for giving 
Lives the Heart to Gop : For inflance, no Superſtitious, An- 
ſcriptural Ceremonies ; no worſhipping of the Het; 

hodian a Subflitute for eating (by Faith) of that Bread which 
| came down from 1 No Penance without a 


xii!, 3 broken Heart; no Pilgrimages without the Labour of 
viii, 9 3 Lowe : 
iv. 1711 f | 


v vil. Hom. for Good-Fridny. 


„ 

Love: No Auſterities without the Myrt of Faith. To 

ſay no more, a Religion that giveth the whole Heart 

to Gop, and divides it not either with Saint or Angel, 

or (what is more odious ſtill) Sumam Works, and Merits, 

Now I fay, if (notwithſtanding this purer Religion) we 

are as bad as they, we are a great deal avor/e, for we 

are accountable for five Talents; we ſin againſt greater 

Light —— the Light of the Seriptures which they | 

have not; and therefore our Lot muſt be that with F 

the Servant, who knew his Maſters Will and did it not. 

8 Beſides, they act up to their Principles, but it we do 

not; they regard, are in ſubjection to, love and adore 

their Church; this we do not. Nay indeed, are (ge- 

nerally) ſuch Strangers to her, that we know her not 

when we hear her; and therefore they who preach | 

her Doctrines are called by the Vulgar ; a Sec, Diger- 

ters; Papiſis and Preſbyterians at the ſame Time. 

23 Bat indeed, where alas! is this Church? what 

is become of her? does ſhe ſubſiſt any where (generally | 

ſpeaking) but in Paper and Letters ? how are we fallen 

from her Reformation ! are not her principal DoQrines |? 

buried in Oblivion, if not openly ſpoken againſt? | 

Surely ſhe is gone after that Goſpel (the Goſpel of the 

Grace of G O D) without which ſhe cannot ſubſiſt. O 

my Erethren, let us call her back, if there yet remain 

any that will dare to take her by the Hand, of a/! Þ 

the Sons that ſhe *hath brought upa. Let us call her 

back, T'beſeech you; for ſhe loudly proclaims the 

Goſpel to us. Her Cry to all her Children is, Ho, 

every one that thirfteth ® ; let him take of the Water of Þ 

Life freely. She offers a free pFe/ent Pardon to every 

penitent Sinner, though never ſo abandoned he have 

. in his ignorant or carnal State. Let him come 

[believe ©] now; let him come as a Sinner, a elf - 

demned believing Sinner; tired of the Service of the | 

Devil ; ſick of Sin, and auilling to be healed of it, or |) _.. 

be made awhole 2 and he Sal. in Nod aui ſe be caft out ©, Fe 

_ | | | | 5 She fe e. 

Ti he Xi. 7. Mi. li. 1 b Ibid. ly. 1. 

e Rev. Xxii. 17. 4 John vi. 35. 2 John v. 6. Bapti 
— Vi. 37. | ; 7 


ice, h 21* Sunday after Trinity. 
Chriſtmas, and Gth Sunday after Epiphany. 


3 UF) 
She baldly proclaims. the Privileges of her believing 
Children: She tells them, that Gop teaches. their 
Hearts f, gives. them à right Judgment in all Things. 
She prays, that he would defend them with his heavenly 
Grace, that they may continue His forever, and daily 
increaſe in his Holy Spirit more and more, until they 
come unto his everlaſting Kingdoms ——- that as he 
has forgiven her true Sons, her Hpiritual Children 4/1 
their Sins, he would ſtrengthen them with the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Comforter, and DAILY increaſe in them his 
manifold Gifts of Grace 8. She prays, that we may 
obtain Pardon and Peace — that we may be cleanſed 


* from all our Sins ® — that we may be regenerate and 


made GO D's Children by Adoption and Grace, and be 
daily renewed * —» that we may be purified even as 
he is pure * —— that by the Inſpiration of Gop's 
Holy Spirit, the Thoughts (Affections, Tempers, In- 
clinations) of our Hearts may be cleanſed k — that 
we may evermore rejoice in his. Holy Comforts— 


 petwwe may have Power and Strength to have Victory, 


and to Triumph againſt the World, the Devil, and the 
Fleſh ! — yea, that we may: utterly aboliſh the whole 

Boay of Sin! — She. bids us Look up to Chriſt, not 
only as a Sacrifice for Sin, but alſo an Example of Holy 

Life ——— and tells us, that our Buſineſs as Chriſtians, 
is to. follow the Example of our Saviour Chriſt, and 
(as in the firſt Creation) to be made like unto him n. 
Let us call her back, I ſay, by returning to her ſpiri- 


tual Conſtitution, (the great Bulwark againſt Popery, 


and its neceſſary conſequent DEIsu !) by returning to 


the Doctrines of her primitive Liturgy, Articles and 


Homilies. For if we call her not back (at this Time 
eſpecially) many ſerious Chriſtians of her Communion 


may think, that, as ſome of her Sons not only make 


5 DG | light 
ff Colle for Whitſunday. 55 Confirmation O, 
il Collects before 

k Collect 


beginning of Com. Office. 11 See Offic. of public 
Baptiſm. m Collect 2% Sunday after Eaſter. ® Gen. 


i. 26. 27. 


i (38) 
light of her diſtinguiſhing Doctrines, Juſtiſcation and 
Sanctification; but (with the Papiſts) make other 


Things, even our own fe/hly Works, Conditions, nay, - 


Cauſes of Salvation; there would be no great Diffi- 
culty, (ſhould Gop, for our Contempt of her, among 
other national Provocations, proſper our Enemies a- 
gainſt us) there would be no great Difficulty in /uch 
Perſons (already half Papiſts) to embrace Popery 
again. a} Sos HY | 
24 But again, Let us repent, my Brethren, from 
the ſtrong Motive in my Text, 4e ave all Ithewiſe 
feri/þ, For though, as I have ſaid in the Beginnin 
of this Diſcourſe, Gop puniſhes not Individuals in this 
Life always for Puniſhment's Sake, but in Love moſtly, 
and to draw ® he to his Son, who will not liſten to 
his i, Voice (the inward 1 . of his P Spirit) 
to draw them by what the d World call Mzsfor- 
tunes; reſerving the finally Impenitent to that Time, 
when he will puniſh 72d&ed—— puniſh purely for Puniſh- 
ment-ſake ; yet wicked (becauſe unbelieving) Commu- 
nities, muſt, as ſuch, be puniſh'd in his Life, (unleſs 
they prevent it by a timely, a bitter, and unfeigned 
 Repentance. Indeed, my Brethren, there is no Medi- 
um; we muſt either repent or periſh : We muſt either 
fo fre] the Miſery the Damnation. of having loſt 
our al with the Loſs of Gon's Image; that ſo we 
may come to him, hungring and thirſting after his 
Righteouſneſs (or the Recovery thereof) ——- mourn- 


ing for the Newv Birth, the After or New Mind; as 1 
have told you Repentance (in the Original) implies, or 
elſe ſubmit to undergo the yet greater Miſery, of 
dying (through the Want thereof) for ever. We 
muſt, 1 ſay, either thus repent or periſh ; for Gop is 
offended, and the Offender, Man, muſt either humble F 
himſelf by repenting, that is, for/aking Sin, ſays our | 


Church as, which cannot be done without the Pain of 


* John vi. 44; 45. bid. xvi. 8,9. 2 Vid 
Church Cicchiſme\® ho nay SL 


| pulling out the Right Eye, cutting off the Right Hand; | 


(39) 
or elſe, he muſt go ce, with theſe Members 
theſe darling Luſts, into Hell Fire — not intended 
for him (let Predeſtinarians ſay what they will) as the 
giving of the Go/pel plainly proves; but for the Devil 
and his Angels. egg „ 
2235 Once more: I call upon this <vh«/e Nation in 
jou, my Brethzen, to repent— to repent, in 
particular, of theſe three Things (the three Sources of 
our une rampled Profaneneſs and Wickedneſs ) which 
1 mention again, becauſe (generally N it is 
ſecure and unawaker'd in them; I mean our Unbelief 
(for ſhould the Son of Man come now, could he find Faith 
upon the Earth?) and its Conſequents — the reſting in 
a dead fruitleſs Opinion pot Chriſt, called Faith, in a 
bare natural Religion and would to Gop that ever 
this were practiſed] It*might anſwer the Ends of civil 
Government, tho“ not of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or of his Kingdom within us "oa negative Harmleſneſs ; 
a dry, una ffecting Formality an outward Decorum, or 
decent Civilization = thoſe Signs! which this 
| adulterous Generation ſeek after, whilſt they reje& the 
ONE S1GN that ſhall be given unto us, viz. the Power 
of Chriſt's Death and Reſurrefion* -——— the burying 
the old Adam, and the raiſing up the New Man Jeſus 
Chriſt zz t that great Truth of Truths; the 
'TrxuTH of the Goſpel; the Taurk as it 7 in 
Feſus* } I call upon them, Secondly, to repent for their 
Contempt of Gop's Promiſes, from the Beginning of 
Revelation to the End thereof for their 
denying Chriſt before Men — for their rejecting of 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt — for their putting it 
from them“ in its three prime Bleſſings (eſpecially ;) 
— the Offer of a Sin-for/aking Repentance, (the 
Gift of Chrift *) — a preſent Forgiveneſ5 of Sins, 
| 8 e e con- 


7 Luke xvii, 20, 21. Matt. vi. 10. Matt. 
X11. 39, 40. Office of publick Baptiſm. Nom. vi. 
3, 4, . » Epb,1v. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. Gen. iii. 
15, Rev. xxij. 16, 17. Act xii, 46. * Vid. 
Church Catechiſm. Aci v. 31. 


(40) 
conſequent upon it; (for, as I have ſaid, our Lord 
has join'd them together) ——— and a preſept 
New Birth, New Creation, or Dominion over Sin 
and the Devil “. I call upon them, zh:rdly, to repent 
for their having reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt 2, and their 
ſtill Ylaſphemous Denial of his Agency . a 
Sin more aggravating zow than ever! becauſe this 
Age of the World is more immediately under the Di- 
rection of the Comforter * becauſe the/e be the 
Days of God's Spirit, of which it was long ſince pro- 
pheſied, they /ball all be taught of GOD b; I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all Fleſh<. O my Brethren, 
the Sins that the natural Conſcience is a little ſtartled 
at; (which I have more than-once told you is not ſuf- 
ficient to reprove us of Sin) —— the Sins, that the 
Generality of our Penitents are a little ſerious upon, 
when they have neither Buſineſs nor Diverſions to take 
of © ſuch Melancholy“ —— thoſe are little in Com- 
pariſon of theſe finful Sins — this Unbelief, this 
putting the Goſpel from us, this ſpeaking againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt : And yet, (ſee the Emptineſs of a human Re- 
pentance! ) who, who take hee Sins into the Cata- 
logue of their Confeſſions ? Would to Gor, my Bre- 
thren, ye could {ee the Signs of theſe Times! Look 
they not as if the Period of Gop's Goſpel-Diſpenſa- 
tion to the Gentiles was haſtned on by their Unbelief? 
and that he was going to call in again his old People, 


the Jews ; but that before he would caſt us Genti/es Þ 


off for our Unbelief, he would once more (ſuch is his 
Mercy) make us an Offer of the Power of the Goſpel ? 
O may ſuch as deſpiſe its Power — its ÞPleflings of 
Pardon and Holineſs —— of Juſtification and Sentifie 
cation (attainable only now, enjoyable only in this 
Day of Grace, this Day of Salvation) may ſuch as 


contradict and blaſpheme againſt theſe Things ſpoken by 4 


Paul d in all his Epiſtles —— e greater things than 
RE FE Be ge JV 4 - theſe 
| * Theſe are ſome of the principal Hopes, Promiſes, 
and Ble ſſings of the Goſpel, and that in order to remove 
the Damages of the Fall; or Lk now not what the Goſ- 
pel is. 2 Acts vii. 51. Hieb. ii. 3, 4, 5. Jobn xvi. 
216. Þ Ibid, vi. 45. Joel ii. 28. © | 


Acts xiii 25. 
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41. p 
theſe e, ſays our Lord, the Things which his Diſciples 

could not then bear from him f ; which human Nature 
cannot receive, but awith the Holy Ghoſt ſent down 


from Heawen 8 May ſuch Oppo/ſers of the Goſpel 3 


ſuch Fighters againſt GOD, tremble at the Words of 
this Apoſtle, which may now be properly inverted : 
It was neceſſary, that the Word of Gor ſhould hawe 
been ſpoken to you allo ; but ſeeing ye put it from you, and 


8 judge yourſelves unworthy of ewerlaſting Life ; lo] aue 
” turn to the Jews 7 oy And indeed, is not that 


Li 


Time approaching, if not begun ? I 

26 But to conclude, If I have ſpoke in the Air 
hitherto——If my Words have been as a ſounding 
Braſs, or as a tinkling Cymbal — If none of Heſe things 


move you ; be perſuaded, my Brethren, to repent for 


dearer—for temporal Concerns. For 2he/e alſo are at 


this Time in Feopardy. If the Power neither of Scrip- | 


ture, nor of the Doctrines of your ſcriptural Church 
make any Impreſſion on you, have ſome little Concern 
for the Form and the Letter, which ye can yet bear, 
for, ye would hope (as is but 7% apprent in our Lives) 
that they require neither Truth nor Change in the In- 
„ 


27 And indeed, are not he Ie Things alſo in Danger ? 


! our Properties, our Liberties, our Lives, as well as our 


Religion, the Form whereof we till defend? Is not 
Gop's vengeful Hand, with a drawn Sword in it, 

hanging ow over our devoted Heads? Has he not let 
looſe upon us our bittereit, and moſt implacable Ene- 


mies — all the Powers of Popery ! which, for above 


two hundred Years, have ſworn Deſtruction to our 


Religion and Liberties? Have they not lately, more 


than once, intended, nay attempted an Iuvaſion of our 


Land, to dethrone our molt gracious Sovereign Lord 


King 


e So neceſſary are St. Paul's Epiſtles! which yet I 
have heard ſome of Reputation in the learned World, 
ſay, It were no Matter if they avere all burnt. 
Fohn'i. 50. xiv. 12. f Ibid. xvi, 12, 8 1 Pet. 
i. 12. Aas Xii. 46. e 9 
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King George, whom God. long preſerve! and ſet a 
Pretender to his Kingdoms over us ; who though he 
might for à awhile (ſhould Gop in Vengeance for our 
Inpenitence and Infidelity, proſper him) /eem to defend 
our Laws our ſacred and civil Rights, would ſoon 
over-turn our Church and State, and bring in Popery 
and arbitrary Power. But in the midſt of Judgment 
how has Gop thought on Mercy ! he has as yet blown 
over that Storm. VENTI LAX T & adifipantur. 
And yet this Reprieve———this Reſpite, is but a YET 
FoRTY Days, and NIiNEVEH SHALL BE OVER- 
THROWN |, if we repent not; repent not, I fay, 
by turning every one of us from his evil Way. O! 
that wwe, who call ourſelves Chriſtians may imitate 
that Heathen mY and People in a deep and fuitful 
Repentance * ! Indeed, if we do not, the Men of Ni- 
neveh fhall riſe up in the Judgment againſt us and con- 
ademmn us; for they repented at the preaching of Jonas, 
and behold a greater than Jonas is here, and now 
preaches to us in the Words of my Text, Exceger 
YE REPENT YE SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH. 
28 O, my Brethren, that I had Power to affect 
your Hearts, by ſhewins you what kind Warnings 
Gop has given this [4 and Unbelieming, and there- 
fore profane People; before he take his Kingdom from us, 
and give it to a Nation bringing forth the Fair. thereof 
——— before he give us up to that Deftruction — 
(his /ore Judgments, the Sword, and the Famine, and 
the noiſome Beaſt, and the Peſtilence!) which he 
yet tells us, we may prevent by a true and wunfrigned 
Repentance ! for have there not been, and are there 
not till Signs both in Heaven and in Earth? (O! that 
we adverted to the Siga of this Time!) —— Signs and 
Warmngs, which the /fzritual Eye fees plainly — 
Signs and Warnings to avoid the Wrath to come — 
the impending Blow before he ſtrike ! Have not ſuch 
fiery Meteors as have been frequently ſeen for near 
thirty Years laſt paſt, and blazing Stars; always been 
looked on by ſuch as fear, Gop'; as Fore runners of 
Dearth, and Plague, and Famine, and Wars, and 
6 | Deſo- 
ik Read the third Chapter of Jonah. I Exel. 
XIV. 21. | | | | 
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Deſolations; unleſs prevented by Repentance ? Has not 
Gop. been calling us to awake out of our long Sleep 


for ſome time paſt? but, alas! nothing will awaken 
ſome but the /aft Trumpet ! And as for Signs on Earth, 
Has there not been a general Awakening * all over the 


Land for theſe laſt 5 or 6 Years? — a critical Time 
for England, as I have obſerved elſewhere n; perhaps 
the laſt Offer of the Power of the Goſpel ! if embra- 
ced, how Chriſtian may we become ! if rejected, how 
ſoon may we expect to ſhare in the Judgment of the 
once beloved (while faithful) As1an Church! how 
ſoon may we look to have our Candleſtick removed 


from us, and the. very Form and Name of Chriſtianity 
| (which are yet left) quite taken away from us! 


29 But may Gop avert theſe dire Judgments by 
our Repentanee this Day ! may he hear the Prayers and 
accept the unfeign'd Repentance of this Nation this 
Day ! may the Repentance begun this Day. not end 
with it, but continue and increaſe till Gop have Mercy 
upon us, in reſtoring the Spirit and Power of his 
Goſpel ® ! So ſhall he alſo repent him of the Evil e, 
that he intended to do to us; / ſhall our Sins that are 
as red as Scarlet be made White as Snow; for on our 
GosPerL REPENTANCE they ſhall be waſh'd in the 
Blood of the Jamb, that was ſlain to take away the 
Sins of the World: So, being juſtified by Faith, we 


| ſhall hade Peace with God p, and all other the preſent 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel, contain'd in all thoſe precious 


Promiſes d, which in Chri/t Jeſur are YE a and AMEN; 


%, in a word, ſhall our holy Religion (as it is derived 
from the holy Scriptures, and contain'd in our Liturgy, 
Articles, and Homilies ; would to Gop I could ſay in 
7 0 our 
Indeed ſo general is the awakening in many Parts 
of the World, as well as in England, that it is not im- 
probable but that it may be the Beginning of that 
awful and ſolemn— that important and amazing Period 
of Time, ſpoken of by our Lord, Matt. xxiv. 14. 
m Yee the Preface to a Sermon preach'd at Bexley, 
entituled, Chri/? born that wwe may be born again. 
n John vi. 63. Rom. i. 16. el i 13. 
P Rom, v. 1. . is - Pet, i. 4. oP 2 Cor, 15 20. 


dur Hearts) be continued to us; and the preſent: Royal 
Family 8 laſting Bleſſing till Time ſhall be no more. 
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30 O Lord, Hear the King in the Day of his Trouble, 


Let thy Name, O Gop of Jacob defend him fend 
Fim Help from thy Banfuary, and firengthen him out of 


Sion. Alf him with thy Bleſſing upon his Arm. 
aſſert his Cauſi==fight thou againſt them that fight with 


 him—and, in thy good time, reſtone and perpetuate Peace, 


end Safety, and Profperity to him and his Kingdams. 


O grant him (at this time) an unſhaken Truſt and Af 


fance in thee alone, for vain and deceitful is the: Help 
of Man. Defend him, wwe beſeech thee, in particulcy 
—O defend him and his Royal Relations from thy holy 
Heaven, even with the wholeſome Strength of thy Right 
Hand. And grant that we and all his Subjects may 


fear the Damnation of rebelling againſt him, ox (as 


this time) ſiding with- his Enemies and that (duly 
conſidering, whoſe Authority he hath) wwe may faithfully 
ferve; honour, and humbly obey him ix THERE and for 


Tut, according to thy. bleſſed Mord and Qrdinance 


through Jeſus Ohriſt our Lord, who with thee, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, liveth and roigneth ever ont GO, World 


 avithout Ende Amen. 


* Rom, xiii, 5 2. 
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1. TES b, if ſin Thou art to Daß 


| As Yeſterday the ſame, _ 
Preſent to heal, in me diſplay 
The Virtue of 'Thy Name, 


2. If till thou go'it about, to do 


Thy. needy Creatures Good, 


On me, that 1 Thy Praiſe may ſhew,.. 


Be all Thy Wonders ſhew'd. 


3. Now, Lord, to whom for Help J call, £ 


Thy Miracles repeat: 


With pitying Eyes beheld me fal! 


A Leper at Thy Feet. ; 8 
1 2 5 4 Loath- 


th- 
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4. Loathſome, and foul, and ſelf-abhor'd, 
I fink beneath my Sin; 

But if thou. wilt, a gracious Word 
Of thine can make me clean. 

5. Thou ſee'ſt me deaf to thy Commands, 
Open, O Lo xo, my Ear; | 

Bid me ſtretch out my wither'd H ands, 
and lift them up in Prayer. 


6. Silent, (alas Thou know' how long) 


My Voice I cannot raile ; 
But O! when Thou ſhalt looſe my Tongue, 
The Dumb ſhall ſing Thy Praile. | 


7. Lame at the Pool I ſtill am found: 
Give; and my 2 employ; 
1 bound, 


Light as a Hart I then 


The Lame ſhall leap for Joy. 


8. Blind from my Birth to Guilt, and Thee, 1 
And dark I am within, 


The Love of Gop I cannot ſee, 


The Sinfulneſs of Sin. | . 
9. But Thou, they ſay, art paſſing by ; 
O let me find Thee near: _ 


| Jesus, in Mercy hear my Cry! 


Thou Son of Dawid hear. 


10. Long have I waited in the Way 
For Thee the Heavenly Light; 

Command me to be brought, and ſay, 
3 receive thy Sight. 


. While dead in Treſpaſſes I lie, 
The quick' ning Spirit give; 


Call me, Thou Son of Go p, that I 


May hear Thy Voice, and live. 
12. While full of Anguiſh and Diſeaſe, 
My weak, diſtemper'd Soul 
Thy Love compaſſionately ſees, 
O let it make me whole. 
13. While torn by Helliſh Pride, I cry, 
By Legion Luſt poſſeſt, 
Son of the living Gop, draw nigh, 


And if me into Reſt. „„ 
+: at 14. Caſt 
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Lo xp, I believe; and not in vain: __ a Dy 


6) 
14. Caſt out Thy Foes, and let them ſtill 7 
To Jesv's Name ſubmit;; _ 5 8 
Cloath with Thy Righteouſneſs, and heal, 
And place me at Thy Feet. 


. 15. To JEsv's Name if all Things now | | 
A trembling Homage pay 


FF 


O letimy ſtubborn Spirit-bow, * fight 
My ſtiff-neck'd a ill obey. tl 5; * F 
16. Impotent, dumb, and deaf, Fae blind, 5 ; 
And ſick, and poor Iam; ent 7 714 
But ſured Remedy to find 
For all in Ine Nimd:C- | A 
17. I know in Thee all Fulneſs dwel's, * 
e all for wretched gs, itt Ei WS 1/10 8 
ill every Want my Spirit feels, 31 
And Freak off 8 Chai * . 1 F<HY. 
18. If Thou impart Thyſelf? 5 ie 
No other Good I need; 7 


If thou the Son ſhalt make me fiee, 
I I ſhall be free indeed. . ©" 4 22 
19. I cannot reſt, till in Thy Blood, 7 2” 
I I full Redemption have; bf % © 
"But Thou, thro' whom J come to Gon, brit. 
Canſt to the utmoſtfave.... \ 1 1 
20. From Sin, the Guilt, the Power, the Pain | 
Thou wilt redeem my Soul. . 


My Faith ſhall make me whole. 

21. I too with Thee ſhall walk in White ; „ 
With all thy Saints fhall prove, _ „ 

What is the Length, and Breadth, and aue, 5 
And Depth of Perfect Love.“ bes 7" ie [2 


* See the Rev. Mr. 22 Hymns and ſacred 
Poems. 
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